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Evaluating the Site 
� Decide on general purpose of  
   the area 
 
� Make a scale drawing of the  
   existing area with its permanent  
   features 
 
� Locate irrigation and underground utilities 

(call 811 for utilities) 



Evaluating the Site 
� Determine amount of light  
  each area gets and when it  
  gets it 

� Decide what features you’d like to add 

� Sketch in the proposed beds, sitting areas, 
and walkways  



Choosing the plants 

What are your general preferences? 
 

�  Color scheme 

�  Trees, shrubs, perennials, annuals 

�  Evergreen or deciduous 

�  Flowers, fruit, autumn color, fragrance, 
texture, attraction to wildlife, etc 

�  Amount of maintenance required  

 



Choosing specific plants 
What do you need to consider? 

�  The light requirement of the  
    plant  

�  The water requirement of the  
   plant  

�  The mature height and width of the plant 

�  The scale of the plant in relation to the size of 
the area  



Placing plants in the design 
�  Be sure the location has the  
    appropriate amount of light 
    for the plant 

�  Put most taller plants in back  
   of beds viewed from one side; 
   in the middle of beds viewed from two sides 

�  Be sure there is enough room for plants to 
reach mature size without shearing 

�  Include annuals or short-lived perennials to fill 
space until shrubs grow in 



Placing plants in the design 
�  Group plants with similar water  
    needs 

�  Place plants with different shapes, 
    sizes, and textures of leaves near  
    each other for contrast 

�  Plant in groups and repeat colors to avoid the “one 
of everything” look and to give continuity  

�  The garden will have an overall style but each bed 
will be different in the amount of light, wind, and so 
on it gets, so the plants may differ. Just make sure 
each bed looks good and relates to others 

 



Maintenance 
�  Find out what each plant needs  
    and create a table giving info for  
    the plants 
 
�  Mulch; weed regularly. When plants 
     cover the area, fewer weeds will grow 

�  Only shear formal hedges; prune other shrubs 
back to branching points to keep natural shape. 
Leaving room for the mature size of a plant means 
you have to prune very little 

�  Cut leaves do not grow back—remove dead or 
unwanted leaves entirely. For some grasses, cut 
whole plant down to a couple of inches to renew  



Contrast and texture 



Placement 



Repetition 



Focal points 



Example  
Garden 
principally on 
east side of 
building  



Example plant list 



Examples 



More 



More 



Where to look for help 
�  Some plants are easily available at local nurseries but some 

may only be available further afield or online  

�  Information about California natives can be found at 
www.laspilitas.com 

�  A picture guide to some of our local natives can be found 
at www.claremontgardenclub.org 

 
�  “Landscape Plants for California Gardens” by Bob Perry: a 

terrific resource for choosing appropriate plants. Available 
online at
http://landdesignpublishing.com/docs/LPCG%20Sections
%201-3.pdf  

�  Info about sensory gardens can be found at  
http://www.sensorytrust.org.uk/index.html  


